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CERTAIN BIRDS ON THE INCREASE. 


In the face of the alarm being created—and justly—by the appearance 
of Mr. Hornaday's pamphlet*, it is gratifying to be able to report any 
increase among desirable species. A comparison of this season's notes 
with those of former years undoubtedly goes to prove that several of ‘the 
brighter plumaged birds are on the increase in this locality. On the 
more sober plumaged rarities, however, it is unsafe for a young orni- 
thologist to pass judgement. This because a new bird once learned 
suddenly appears to the observer as plentiful, whereas it may have 
simply passed unnoticed before, in quite as large numbers. But of the 
increase in the six species following, there can be little doubt. 

BaLTIMoRE OrRIoLE.—Everybody, rustic and villager alike, is remark- 
ing the abundance of the Oriole this year. In the spring anyone passing 
along one of the ridge roads of the county would scarcely pass out of ear- 
shot of an Oriole. This year represents a notable gain over last, but 
these birds have not been properly ‘‘ rare” during the last seven years. 

CarpiNnac.-—In four seasons at Oberlin, viz. : '92—'95, I saw only one 
pair of Cardinals in the county. Last year I saw and heard a half-a- 
dozen pair ; but this year not less than twenty. We expect to find them 
this season in any considerable woods, and some, probably two or three 
pairs, are nesting right here in-town. 

OrcHARD OrRIOLES.—Were not noted by either Mr. Jones or myself in 
a six years’ joint residence here, up to last year, when three or four 
individuals were seen. This season at least a score have been noted, 
chiefly toward the lake shore. 

ScaRLET TANAGER.—Never really rare ; have been repeatedly remarked 
this year by the unobservant as something new. They are quite common. 

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT.—Last year, as noted in THE WiLson BuL- 
LETIN, we saw our first and only Chat. This year, altho they are by no 
means common, I have heard as many as four individuals in the course 
of an afternoon's ride. 

Bos-wH1TE.—These birds are fairly plentiful this year, but it is unsafe 
for us to congratulate ourselves upon the fact. Dude sportsmen, who 
never hear their cheery whistle in the summer time, will slaughter them 
next fall for ‘‘Quail on toast.’ By the way, how much easier it is to 
kill ‘‘ Quail” and ‘‘ Rice-birds" than Bob-whites and Bobolinks. 

W. L. Dawson, Oberlin, Ohio. 


*The Destruction of Our Birds and Mammals, by William T. Hornaday. 
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BANK SWALLOW HABITS. 


Lake Forest is situated on high ground on the west side of Lake 
Michigan. A few rods back from the shore are-cliffs about seventy-five 
feet high, which always present an almost perpendicular face of glacial 
till, that is constantly being eroded away during stormy weather. The till 
is mostly clay, with sand ‘‘pockets"’ of several square yards cross 
sections frequently occurring ; and these are in great favor with Bank 
Swallows as nesting places. 

A group of these pockets near one of the walks along shore contained 
the burrows of about seventy-five pairs of Bank Swallows. 

On May 10, 1898, I happened by this place. It was a bright, warm 
afternoon, and a good time for sun-baths. I found the swallows indulg- 
ing in a performance somewhat different from anything that I had ever 
seen before. All seemed to be at it, and everything was done in earnest 
and with remarkable regularity. Gathered at the entrances of the 
burrows which were more or less completely excavated, the males 
would perform as we so often see cock sparrows do when courting, 
though with less vigorous demonstrations. The characteristic motion 
was a rapid vibration of the wings held a little apart from the body. 
Some of the time this motion seemed to be indulged in by all, which 
caused me to doubt its being a simple nesting performance; and I am 
not sure that the birds were doing anything more than having a play 
time. Every four or five minutes, during the hour I watched them, the 
whole lot would leave with a whirl and circle out over the lake a few 
rods, always returning to repeat the same performance again and again. 

R. M. Strone, Lake Forest, /(. 


BIRDS FROM THE CAR WINDOW. 


If one could judge from the attitude and occupation of the majority of 
rail-road travelers, an extended journey of that kind is not a thing to be 
desired. Indeed, the traveler who persists in window gazing, and per- 
chance makes frequent use of note-book and pencil, is pretty certain to 
be relegated to the interesting tho. not wholly desirable ‘‘ greenhorn” 
type. Nevertheless, current writings give indisputable proof that nature 
study from the car window is coming more and more into favor as a 
regular and profitable means of making a journey pass pleasantly. 

The morning of July 20, found the writer whirling over the broad 
prairies and swamps of western Indiana and eastern Illinois, on the line 
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of the ‘‘ Nickle Plate” rail-road. He had been warned against the 
endless monotony of this region in vain. Monotonous it may be at noon- 
day, under the scorching rays of an almost vertical sun; but in the 
tender light of an early morning, while the birds are scarcely yet at their 
early devotions, while all vegetation is bending under the weight of a 
refreshing dew and the rich green of the lithe marsh grass sweeps away 
to the very horizon, it certainly is not monotonous to the nature student. 

But birds are the topic under consideration. In the gray light of the 
early morning nothing could be seen against the green of the marsh 
grass, but clouds of swallows were startled from their perches on the 
telegraph wires and circled dizzily about. The stronger light revealed 
Ked-winged Blackbirds, Meadowlarks and Bobolinks as they were 
startled from the marsh grass. As the day advanced birds continually 
passed in review. From the telegraph wires and poles Barn, Cliff, Tree 
and Rough-winged Swallows and Sparrow Hawks were startled by the 
approaching train. From the marsh and bog grass and reeds Green 
Herons, Bitterns and Short-eared Owls started up and soared away. 
Marsh Hawks and Great Blue Herons sailed lazily over the broad fields, 
and in the distance the Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks could be 
seen. Huge flocks of Bronzed Grackles, with Cowbirds intermingled, 
passed in review from roost to feeding ground. The Song and Vesper 
Sparrows were everywhere present, and the Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were much in evidence. 

As the wet prairies gave place to sand dunes and wooded copses, 
Indigobirds, Scarlet Tanagers and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, with the 
company of Flycatchers, put in an appearance. Tempting coveys of 
Bob-whites whirled away ; Cardinals and Baltimore Orioles flashed from 
cover to cover; RKed-headed Woodpeckers and Flickers vainly tried to 
outstrip the train ; the Migrant Shrike was startled from his vigil, and 
the Belted Kingfisher from his reverie above the water. The Mourning 
Dove, Robin and Goldfinch were everywhere in evidence. At ‘the water 
tanks Wood Thrushes, Maryland Yellowthroats, Field Sparrows, House 
Wrens, Towhees, Red-eyed Vireos, Wood Pewees, Catbirds and Chipping 
Sparrows were heard singing. Swifts darted about overhead continually. 

On the return trip from Chicago, Crow, Bluebird, Blue Jay, Yellow 
Warbler, Purple Martin, Spotted Sandpiper, Prairie Horned Lark, 
Brown Thrasher, Grasshopper Sparrow and Ruby-throated Humming- 
bird were added to the list. It is seldom that I have made a larger list 
in a day's study in summer at home, not to mention such rarities as 
Short-eared Owl, Bittern and Great Blue Heron. One of the more in- 
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a 
teresting facts lfarned was that the swallows and most of the Icteridae 
had already begun preparations for the southward migrations. Many of 
the birds were evidently still burdened with household affairs, but many 
of them were in the molt. 

To you who find a rail-road journey irksome I beg to recommend a 
note-book tonic. It will do as well at one time of year as at another, 
and whether the journey be over new or familiar ground. It will be no 
harder on the eyes than reading, and far less confining. 

Lynps Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 


A PUZZLED GOLDFINCH. 


Our woodshed is lighted by a single window of six small panes, or 
rather, five panes and a hole where one ought to be. On the outside a 
grape-vine is trained against the wall, and has grown up so as partially to 
shade the window. An ambitious runner has found its way through the 
open space and is groping wildly about in the inner gloom. This runner 
forms the mainstay of a complicated system of cobwebs which cover the 
window inside. 

Yesterday, my wife, as she was passing through the shed, heard a 
peculiar tapping on the window, and called me to see a female Goldfinch 
seeking admission by one of the lower panes. We were at a loss to 
know at first what she was after, but came to the conclusion that she was 
hunting cobwebs. The particular pane she was at had a tempting net- 
work of them on the inside. The bird pecked and fluttered and worried 
for a long time until she gave every evidence of being mentally de- 
pressed. It was her first experience with bottled cobwebs, and it put 
her out considerably. She tried different panes so far as she could find 
support for her feet. Several leaves brushed the glass, but they would 
not hold the bird's weight, so she hit upon the scheme of biting the outer 
ribs in two and doubling the leaf over on itself. Thus folded the leaf 
would support her and she could peck away on the windows to her 
heart's content. All this time she manifested no interest in the broken 
pane where she might have secured easy access to a perfect mine of 
cobwebs. So enamored was she of her self imposed task, that she paid 
little attention to me as I approached from the inside. I even proffered 
her a grass head through the opening, and she nibbled at it sulkily with- 
out show of fear. 

To-day she has returned to the attack. The outside webs have all 
been gathered, and I doubt not that she is somewhere lining a nest with 
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them, instead of the wonted thistle-down which is unavailable this year. 
There seems, however, to be a fatal fascination for her in the window, 
and especially in a lower corner pane, to which she now devotes her 
principal attention. Hour after hour we have found her there, until it 
seems as if it would be a mercy to drive her away. She has great 
trouble with her foothold. One leaf seemed well located except for the 
fact that another leaf tickled the back of her neck. That leaf must be 
punished! Again and again she flew at it in righteous indignation, and 
it has been drubbed so severely by the irate little beak that nothing but 
stumpy ribs remain. 

Once we came upon her when she had blundered inside. She was 
zealously engaged in finding the hole she got in at, and had apparently 
forgotten her spider-web hunt. In her excitement she tried every pane 
but the right one. Cobwebs caught her, but she indignantly plucked 
them off. One, by an irony of fate, attached itself to her tail, and from 
it a large yellow moth depended. The little bird made frantic efforts to 
dislodge this disgrace and was finally successful. For what self respect- 
ing bird would endure to be tagged by a moth? Finally she gave up 
hope of exit through the window, and fluttered wildly about the room, 
uttering plaintive crys. Faster and faster went the circles until I feared 
Goldikins would come to grief, but fortunately, the door being now open, 
she dashed out into freedom. ‘‘ Thus endeth,”’ thought I, and I stole 
away to write her up. But no! It was not five minutes till that silly 
creature returned to that window, and there she has been for the last 
half hour—as she is at this moment—inanely pecking on the glass. 
The mystery of glass is evidently addling her poor little brain! What 


ought I to do about it ? 
W. L. Dawson, Oberlin, Ohio. 


SUMMER BIRD STUDY. 


The question has often been raised, What can be done in the way of 
field study of birds during the depressing summer months? There are 
some serious difficulties, it is true. There is the annual scamper to a 
summer resort, the debility caused by excessive heat, a scorching sun in 
the fields and countless but not debilitated insects in the wood. To those 
who find it necessary to seek a summer resort I have nothing to say, more 
than the suggestion that camping in some unfrequented place is both 
healthful and restful. It has been my great privilege to conduct a class 
of some thirty-four students in bird study during the term of our Sum- 
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mer School. The term is now so nearly at an end that it is possible to 
form some idea of the success or failure of this experiment. The object 
saught in this class was to so familiarize the students with our more com- 
mon birds that they would be able to give intelligent guidance to the 
children under their charge in the school room. This was. chiefly accom- 
plished by field study, with, as well as without, the teacher. But the 
method is of far less interest than the result. Notwithstanding many 
days of excessive heat, and frequent interruptions by rain (an unusual 
occurrence in summer here), some eighty species of birds have been re- 
corded, fully fifty of them many times, and upwards of forty have sung 
for us repeatedly, while the nesting of fully twenty-five has been studied 
satisfactorily. Excellent opportunities have been afforded for the study 
of young plumages and the care of the young, while much has been 
learned of the molt and of the roosting habits. 

The insects and heat, while causing more or less inconvenience, have 
not proven serious obstacles. The practice of long walks and long hours 
of field work has resulted not only in the ability todo more of it- but to 
enjoy it so that it has become a pleasure, as the many expressed regrets 
that the term is so nearly closed indicate. The term's work has im- 
pressed upon me the fact that summer bird-study is both possible and 
profitable, while at no other time can the songs be studied so well, for 
then they are heard singly and the singers can be approached more 
readily. There is almost no medley of bird music from which the dif- 
ferent songs must be separated out. 

The keen and sustained interest exhibited by this class of both teach- 
ers and students gives me great hope for the future of the birds. In the 
near future there will be greater strides made in the dissemination of 
‘* Acquaintance with the birds" among school-children, a right acquain- 
tance, than the whole past has seen. Let the good work go on. 

Lynps JONES, Oberlin, Ohio. 


JULY NESTING. 

As we come to count up when the month is only a little more than 
half over, it seems remarkable the number of birds we have found 
nesting here near Oberlin, in July. Of course we expect to run across 
some belated nesters every season, but as Mr. Jones and I compare notes 
we find that we have recorded eggs belonging to fourteen species of birds 


in only three days afield this month—and that too, without paying any 
particlar attention to nests. Is the nesting season later than usual this 
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year ? or have we been blinded to the fact that birds nest regularly in 
July at this latitude ? That the former supposition must have at least 
some weight my note-book will show. Where I have four species nest- 
ing for April and ten for May (all accidentally or at least 7vcidentally 
discovered), I have also ten for June, and here, with Mr. Jones, four- 
teen for July. This count includes, of course, only those actually ex- 
amined. No account is made of nests containing young. 

The following is the record of the three July days: 

July 4 

CiirF SwaLLtow.—A colony of twenty pairs contained two or three 
sitting birds. 

CEDAR WaxwinGs.—T wo nests were found in an orchard, one contain- 
ing four eggs, and the other containing one egg and three young just 
hatched. Beside these were found three nests as yet unoccupied. 

Ronin. —One nest with four eggs examined. Other sitting birds seen 
but not disturbed. 

CuippING Sparrow.—Four eggs, apparently fresh 

PHOEBE.—Four eggs in a nest placed on a shale cliff. 

A WarBLING ViREO's nest not quite completed contained a single Cow- 
bird's egg with a sizable hole in it, probably made by the aggrieved 


party. As the contents of the egg were unaltered, the evidence is 
strongly in favor of the July nesting of the Vireo—but we don't count 
her. 

July 5. 


SpoTTED SANDPIPER.—Four eggs. 

VESPER SPARROW. —Three eggs. 

FIELD Sparrow.—The nest contained three eggs of the Sparrow and 
one of the Cowbird. 

July 12 

VESPER SparRow.—Three eggs. 

Sonc Sparrow.—Three eggs of the Sparrow and one of the Cowbird. 

CRESTED FLYCATCHER.— Three eggs 

Woop PEwEE.—Two eggs. 

CARDINAL. Two Eggs. 

Woop Turusn.—T wo eggs. 

These last three were probably second attempts of birds whose nests 


had been disturbed. 


W. L. Dawson, Oberlin, Ohio 


to 
ct 
n- 
1e 
n- 
ly 
al 
4 
d 
ly 
n 
oO 
1 
r 
| 
| 
> 


56 Bulletin No. 21. 


GENERAL NOTES. 


ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOw.—We have long suspected that this Swallow 
nested on the shale cliffs on the Vermillion River, in this county, but 
were able to verify our suspicions only this summer. On the 24th of 
June, I saw one of these birds visit a cranny in the well shaded west 
wall, at a point nine feet above the river. By the aid of a short log, I 
reached up and explored the black, narrow passage, formed by the 
partial springing of a superficial shale layer. Several half fledged young 
rested on a considerable heap of straw at a distance of about two feet 
anda half. The female charged boldly at me twice, but for the most 
part did not venture within fifty feet of me. 

ENGLISH SPARROW NESTING IN SHALE CLIFFs.—It is usually gratifying 
to find a bird nesting in a state of absolute nature. For instance, altho 
we are often pleased to have the birds accept our hospitality, it is more 
interesting to find a Chimney Swift nesting in a hollow tree than in the 
present conventional situation. But I confess to feelings of mingled 
disgust and despair when I found, on July 4th last, that the English 
Sparrows were nesting freely on the high shale cliffs of the Vermillion 
River near Mill Hollow. Is no place safe from the desecration of these 
impudent intruders? Every available cranny of the cliffs at this point 
was occupied by them, and the clatter of passerine Billingsgate filled 
the air. The place is several hundred yards from any buildings and is 
as secluded as any native bird could desire. Doubtless these ruffians 
are dispossessing the Rough-winged Swallows, who were finding all too 
few favorable nesting sites as it was. 

W. L. Dawson, Ohio. 


Is it generally observed that the female Goldfinch is an outrageous 
thief? On the 7th day of May last year, as I sat at the window watch- 
ing a Chipping Sparrow building her nest in a small red cedar, I observed 
that every time the Sparrow went off in search of more material the 
Goldfinch quietly slipped into the bush and proceeded to pull the nest 
apart, flying off with portions of it in her bill. What could she want of 
it solong before her own nesting season? Later on, last summer we 
watched a female Goldfinch pull a Hummingbird’s nest to pieces, 
taking out the downy lining almost faster than the Hummingbird could 
put it in. 

Miss E. D. Rorerts, Wooster, Ohio. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Our fellow member, John W. Daniel, Jr., as rst lieutenant, 3rd 
Brigade, Rosser's Staff, in company with Dr. Edgar Mearns, is on his 
way, with the army, to Puerto Rico, where he will have opportunity to 
study the avifauna of our new island possession. 


Again the heated term, coupled with the unusual interest in our war 
with Spain, has contributed to a dearth of copy for this issue. The 
editor pleads guilty to negligence in soliciting copy early in July, in the 
hope that solicitation would be unnecessary. But members should not 
wait to be asked to contribute short notes of interest; that is as much a 
part of the duty of membership as working for the committees. This 
number is both late and four pages short. Do not let this occur again. 


Our Constitution provides that nominations for officers for the ensuing 
year must be made in September. As heretofore the September issue 
will be delayed a few days in order to announce the list of nominees. 
There should be no nominations for the office of Vice-President, since 
the person receiving the second highest number of votes for President 
is declared Vice-President. The list of nominations should be forwarded 
to President R. M. Strong, North Greenfield. Wis. Will not every 
member send in a list of nominations? By so doing your interest in the 
organization will be increased, and your zeal for study of the birds will 
receive a greater impetus. 


Have we ever stopped to consider the real reason for the existence of 
our Chapter? What is its mission in the field of scientific investigation, 
and is it fulfilling that mission? Our Constitution declares that the 
object of the Chapter is the systematic study of Ornithology and Oology, 
and the publication of the results. But to furnish an excuse for exis- 
tence the Chapter must have a mission as well as this broadly stated 
object. The mission, if we properly understand it, is the exhaustive 
study of some one limited topic, accomplished by the plan of co-opera- 
tive study. The degree to which we are fulfilling this mission will find 
a ready answer in the mind of each member, for its fulfillment depends 
directly upon the earnest effort of each member. A complete fulfillment 
necessitates an exhaustive study of the object chosen by each member in 
his own locality. While a complete fulfillment can hardly be hoped for, 
on account of the limitations of time and opportunity of the most of us 
who are pressed by other duties, yet completeness can be closely approxi- 
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mated by earnest and intelligent attention during the opportunities for 
study. The mind must be trained to receive the impressions which eye 
and ear are constantly bringing to it. Probably the most of us are able 
to retain enough of a song, even once heard, so that we shal! be able to 
recognize it weeks or years afterwards if it be repeated doubt if 
more than a chosen few could imitate successfully even > = ittance 
of the more common songs and notes heard nearly exvcry do: rhena 
secondary mission of our Chapter must be the training of the faculties 
for more careful and profitable study. 

What have we done that will furnish assurance of future success ? 
There is but one published report that is worthy of our high ideal—the 
Crow Report, BULLETIN No. 4—, but there are others under way. Mr. 
Frank L. Burns, the compiler of the Crow Report, has a similar work 
on the Flicker well under way, besides the several other investigations 
mapped out, for which see BULLETIN No. 19, page 26. It is earnestly 
hoped that these reports may be pushed to an early completion and pub- 
lished. Your investigations will contribute largely to this end 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Bird Tablet, for ‘Field Use. By Josephine A. Clark, 1322 Twelfth 
St. N. W., Washington, D.C. Price twenty-five cents. Special rates 
to schools and classes. 

In this Azrd Zablet, Miss Clark supplies the need which every be- 
ginner must feel of a printed form which will at once furnish a record 
book which will enable the student tc go to his key with a fair prospect 
of arriving at the correct identification of the bird seen, and also train 
him to look for the more essential points of structure, markings and 
habits. The beginner is too often led to stop with general impressions, 
giving little or no attention to details. This Zad/e¢ will correct that 
tendency, and prove to be an educator to eve and ear, and lead toa 
habit of discrimination, so necessary in the study of birds. There are 
fourteen main heads, with sub-heads under the most of them, and 
usually ample space.left for annotations, besides two full pages for 
‘*Notes.’’ While the printed descriptions are not intended to be exhaus- 
tive, they are sufficiently detailed to furnish a basis for intelligent work. 
Beginners in bird study will find this 7wé/e/ a useful field companion. 


The Summer Birds of Susquehanna’ County, Pennsvivania. By 


‘Francis R. Cope, Jr. 
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After a few introductory remarks relating to the literature, location 
and fauna of the county, the author presents a pretty fully annotated list 
of the birds which are known to nest in Susquehanna county. The list 
comprises ninety-one species, five of which the author considers hypo- 
thetical, not having been actually found breeding by him. Similar lists, 
prepared by as trustworthy observers, throughout the country, would 
give us a basis for maps of life areas which would need very little future 
modification. 


Published by Nature Study 


Charts of North American Birds. 
Publishing Company, Chicago. 

These charts comprise eighteen sheets, representing 142 plates of birds 
and three-plates of eggs. One of the bird plates is repeated, thus leav- 
ing 141 species of birds represented, while there are forty-nine species 
of eggs represented on the three plates. These plates have already 
appeared in that unparalleled magazine—Azrds—and so need not be 
given individual attention here. For the first time they are here grouped 
in more or less natural order, as one finds them associated together in 
the fields. These groupings must be seen to be appreciated. They are 
certainly a work of art. It is too much to expect that a work of this 
kind should not have some defects or some possibilities for improvement, 
but it is cause for congratulation that there are so few necessary changes. 
The third cover-page is devoted to an outline bird at the top with the 
printed names of all the parts illustrated. It is cause for regret that this 
figure and the labelling is unworthy of the company in which it has 
been placed. It is earnestly hoped that it will early be supplanted by 
an accurate figure. The lower haif of the page presents an alphabetical 
list of all the birds represented on the plates, with first, the A. O. U. 
number, common name, small figure referring to the collection from 
which the subject is taken, scientific name, and the plate number. In 
this list we notice only two errors. The generic name of the Belted 
Kingfisher should read Ceryle instead of Alcedo, and the Nonpareil, or 
Painted Bunting should be given the A. O. U. number 601. One can 
appreciate the difficulties of an undertaking of this kind only when he 
attempts any arrangement of the Nature Study plates of birds. These 
charts are printed on strong manilla paper, which is reinforced on three 
edges with cloth. The twenty sheets are securely fastened in a solid oak 
stick which js supported on an adjustable tripod, the whole weighing but 


a few pounds. We predict a wide sphere of usefulness for these charts. 
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At Vou-All’s House. A Missouri Nature Story. By James Newton 
Baskett. Published by the Macmillan Company, New York. 

In this little book of thirty-five chapters and 346 pages, we are treated 
to a natural country love-story with a most pleasing setting of Nature. 
The author discovers rare familiarity with country life and manners, and 
an artist’s pen in the nature descriptions. It isa pleasure to note that the 
true influence of Nature upon the personalities of the story is given a 
fair share of notice. The reader cannot but feel the refining influence 
of natural surroundings because he is led to realize something of the 
mission of such surroundings. He who reads this little book will find 
in it both pleasure and profit, and will finish it with a clean taste in his 
mouth. It will give him a desire to know more of the natural objects 
which are his daily surroundings. 


American Monthly Microscopical Journal. Vol. X1X, Nos. 5, 6 and 7. 


Birds. Vol. 3, No. 6. 

Birds and All Nature. Vol. WV. No. 1. 

Book Reviews. Vol. XVI, No. 2. 

Bulletins 92 and 93, Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station. 
Fern Bulletin. Vol. V1, No. 3. 

Journal of Applied Microscopy. Vol. 1, No. 6. 
The Kingdom. Vol. X, Nos. 35 and 39. 
Lakeside Magazine. Vol. IV, No. 11. 
Mineral Collector. Vol. V, No. 11. 

Museum. Vol. IV, Nos. 8 and 9. 

Osprey. Vol. II, Nos. to and 11. 

Recreation. Vol. VIII, No. 5. 

Shooting and Fishihg. Vol. XXIV, No. 5. 
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RRANGEMENTS have been made with the publisher 

of Gameland which enable us_.to furnish to new sud- 

scribers the BULLETIN, subscription price 50 cents, and 

Gameland, subscription price, $1.00, both one year for $1.00. 
Send in your order at once. | 

Gameland is an illustrated monthly of 36 pages, full of 

interesting matter. , 
Address, THE WILson BULLETIN, Oberlin, Ohio. * 


Big widened prepared sets of Red-tailed Hawk, Whip-poor-will, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird and Kentucky, Golden-winged and 
Worm-eating Warblers (nests with Hummers and Warblers) to exchange 
for others. Especially want sets containing abnormal specimens. Re- 
liable, fair dealing, oologists send lists. J. WARREN JAcoss, Waynes- 
burg, Pa. 


WANTE D The following numbers of 7%e Osfr ey: October, 

and December, 1896, February, 1897. Will ex- 
change other publications, or pay cash. Address, Lynps Jones, Ober/in, 
Ohio. 


WANTED | I will pay cash for the following publications : 

Curlew, any and all numbers. © Ornithologists’ 
and Oologists’ Semi-Annual, Vol. I, No. 1, Vol. Il, No.1. BUuLLEetin 
(new series) Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. Copies must be unbound and in good con- 


dition. Address, Lynps JonEs, Oberlin, Ohio. 
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CHANGES IN THE AVIFAUNA OF LORAIN COUNTY, 
OHIO. 


It is not my purpose to elaborately discuss the various changes which 
have occurred in the bird life of the county during its life as a county, 
nor even within recent years, but rather to notice some special features. : 
In common with other parts of the eastern portion of the Mississippi 

Valley, as well as the Atlantic slope, and to a less degree other parts of 

the country, Lorain county has suffered the complete extinction of one 

or two birds, diminution in the numbers of some and the increase of 

others. Ina region, the natural character of which has been so greatly 

modified as the Western Reserve of Ohio, from dense forests to relative- 

ly open farming land, it is doubtful if there are any species of birds 

which have not undergone some change in numbers or habits. But we 

are concerned with only the more striking changes. 


EXTINCT SPECIES. 


1. Turkey, Jeleagris gallopavo.—Formerly a very common 
game bird in the forests of the county, but it has long since entirely dis- 
appeared. A specimen in the Oberlin College museum was collected 
about 1858. 

2. PAassENGER Fclopistes migratorius.—-The immense 

‘flights of former years have given place to a condition of practical ex- 
tinction. There is no recorded capture or occurrence within fifteen 


years. 


DECREASING SPECIES. 


Under this heading there should be grouped all of the Anseres, 23 
species; Limicolz, 18 species, and Galline, 2 species, which are found in 
the county. The Woodcock and Bob-white are, however, on the in- 
crease, thanks to protective laws. Killdeer and Spotted Sandpiper are 
still common, but less so than six years ago. 

SHORT-EARED OwL, Asio accifitrinus.—It was reported as a common 
resident eight years ago, by Messrs. L. M. McCormick and Geo. D. Wil- 
der. I have seen but two individuals in the past six years, and those on 


the lake shore.in March. 
Barrep Syvrninum nebulosum.—The steady decrease year by 
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year has been only too evident. This is due as much to the restriction 
of suitable nesting places as to the ‘‘man with a gun.” 

GREAT Horned Aubo wirginianus.—Eight years ago it was 
not infrequently seen in the deeper woods. I have not seen one for four 
years, and have heard of very few. 

NIGHTHAWK, Chordetles virginianus.—From common it has become 
decidedly uncommon ; from what cause I am not able to state. It is 
seldom seen at all except in fall. 

LONG-BILLED MarsH WReEN, (Y¥slothorus palusiris.—The_ restric- 
tion of suitable nesting sites has nearly driven this wren from the 
county. 

Stalia sialis.—The recovery of this species from almost 
extermination inthe winter of 1894-95 has been remarkable. It is not 
yet abundant, as it was previously, but is becoming so. 


INCREASING SPECIES. 


In these days of a gradual decrease in wild animal life as a whole it is 
a genuine pleasure to record the marked increase of a few species. A 
careful study of our records enables me to add a nuinber of species to 
those given by Mr. W. L. Dawson on page 49 of the present volume. 
Mr. Dawson's list includes Baltimore Oriole, Cardinal, Orchard Oriole, 
Scarlet Tanager, Yellow-Breasted Chat, Bob-white. There are several 
species whose increase has been very apparent but no cause can be as- 
signed. They are: 

Turkey Vutture, Ca/hartes aura.—Always in evidence during the 
warmer months. 

LONG-EARED OWL, sto wilsonianus.—Usually either seen or heard 
in every moderately heavy woods, responding to an imitation of its 
notes. 

RED-BELLIED WoopPEcKER, .Velanerfes carolinus.—In nearly every 
piece of woods, 1nd even strays into town occasionally. 

GREEN-CRESTED FLycaTCHER, /:mpidonax wirescens.—The increase 
in numbers during the past four years has been remarkable. Now every 
considerable woods boast its scores of pairs, where formerly it was scarce 
or absent. 

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW, Ammodramus savannarum passerinus.— 
The first record of Mr. L. M. McCormick was May 3oth, 1892. Since 
1893 it has been one of the common birds of the fields. 

Lark Sparrow, Chondestes grammacus.—Like the preceding, Mr. 
McCormick's first record is May 30, 1892. Since 1895 it has gradually in- 
creased, but has not yet become common. ’ 


i 


Bulletin No. 22. 63 


WaxwinGc, Ampelis cedrorum.— Formerly irregular, it is 
now a common resident. It was decidedly common during the past sum- 
mer, nesting in orchards and in towns. 

WILson’s TurusH, 7urdus fuscescens.—During the last two sum- 
mers it has nested rather commonly. Our records show that it is vari- 
able in this respect. 

In the foregoing enumeration I have purposely omitted all species 
about which there might be a question, because of the greater amount of 
field work which it has been possible to do in the last four years than 
formerly. 

It is my hope that more careful attention may be given to the actual 
numbers of individuals of the different species that are more common 
and more familiar, with the idea of furnishing exact data for comparison 
in years tocome. We need to learn the effects of our civilization upon 
our environment. 

Lynps Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 


AN AFTERNOON AMONGST OLD SCENES. 


Tuesday, September 13th, finds us once more walking through those 
favorite fields of the collector, which bound the Mississippi below the 
C. B. & Q. R.R. bridge, opposite Burlington, in Illinois,-—our destination 
being Ellison Slough. The day is all that can be desired—bright, yet 
pleasantly cool. 

As we push through the timber we note numerous feathered friends, — 
the Woodpeckers being perhaps the most conspicuous since they insist 
upon making their presence known by their loud notes. Next in point 
of noise, or perhaps I should have placed him first, is our garrulous Blue 
Jay, who is ever willing to let us know his whereabouts by some appro- 
priate remark. Little fellows are now and then seen flitting among the 
taller elms and the Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos seem not to have for- 
gotten their sweet cry, for ever and anon we hear one babbling to himself, 
no doubt recounting the pleasures of the past season. Even the cheery 
little note and bright gleam of the Redstart do not arrest our step,—but 
we do stop, just for an instant, yet long enough to add a Golden-crowned 
Thrush to our study series. 

On we tramp, pausing to add a Tufted Tit to our bag, before we cross 
the trestle which spans Running and Pyairie Sloughs. Here we admire 
the new club house and wish we might enjoy its hospitality and comforts 
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for a while, but time will not permit, so we simply wave our hat at Mr. 
Runge and continue our march down the railroad track. A few Doves, 
enjoying a sunny sand bath ; a band of merry Chicadees ; a Fox Squirrel, 
which happens to cross the track ; a Water Trush, very likely Grinnell’s ; 
and a few other warblers, who keep their distance and hence remain 
strangers ; a Flicker or two; a Barred Owl and a few piping Downy 
Woodpeckers are about all we see until we reach Ellison Creek. 

Ah! where is my prairie? Where my flocks of roving Bobolinks ? 
All gone! A sea of tall moving corn greets my eyes; I am disappoinfed. 
Yes, Ladmit | am not practical. 1 would prefer the prairie, with its 
Bobolinks, its Shorelarks, Doves and Upland Plovers, those long drawn 
notes I had hoped to hear again, a thousand times to the moving grain. 

Why is it, that one longs to see old scenes appear, just as of old ? 
Why are we hurt, when we return and find that our favorite tree, ‘‘neath 
whose leafy arms we often sought repose,” has been supplanted by 
some stately home? Civilized vandalism is what we mumble as we pass 
on; the place is estranged to us—-we are no longer friends. 

I confess I felt deeply hurt when I beheld my favorite piece of prairie 
turned into a prosaic, monotonous cornfield of enormous extent. Fortu- 
nately Ellison Creek has high banks and the plowman has left a_ broad 
skirting strip for a road, now all grown up in weeds, chiefly Bidens and 
Ambrosia. Slowly we work through this, now and then flushing a Field 
or Chipping Sparrow. At the hog-pen we find a host of noisy Jays in 
clamorous debate with Red-headed Woodpeckers, and a little further on 
we even flush a Savanna Sparrow who makes good his escape by a hasty 
retreat. No more birds are seen until we reach the little slough below 
the farm house. Here we add a Sora to our collection and admire the 
lazy flight of a Red-tail as he flaps off into the timber. Doves and 
Bronzed Grackles are quite plentiful. 

After sampling a quart of milk apiece, at the farm house, we continue 
our journey to the Spring-heads. Here my friend, Mr. Poppe, flushes 
and brings to grief, with the auxillary, the first specimen of Yellow 
Rail which I have ever observed in this locality. It is useless to say that 
I took the Yellow Rail fever, a very severe malady when one is not 
attired in high water-proofs, and with combined efforts we managed to 
raise and drop two more. 

White-bellied, Barn, Cliff, Bank and Rough-winged Swallows are 
coming in, to rest on the tops of the Iron-weeds for the night. For here 
we still have a bit of the old flora remaining, a reminder of olden times. 
A Long-billed Marsh Wren and a Dickcissel are conveyed to our satchel, 
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while a belated Maryland Yellow-throat complains of the disturbance. 

As the sun sinks low behind the timber we merge from the marsh, 
tired, weary and dirty, but we forget all about this when a little bird 
jumps up under our feet and skulks off to a willow bush, where we send 
a No. 12 invitation from the .44 X. L. to which he graciously responds. 
Luck once more! It is my first Lincoln's Sparrow, a fitting climax to 
the day. 

Bartscu, /l’ashington, PD. C. 


A FEW BELATED REMARKS UPON THE NESTING 
OF JUNCO. 


Some time ago there appeared in the BULLETIN an appeal from the 
Editor for ‘light upon the genus Junco. At the time I was quite 
busy, and though I wanted to give what little experience that I had had . 
to my brother members, I failed at the time to get opportunity to do so, 
and not till now have I gotten the leisure, though the query still remains, 
and all along remained, in my thoughts. 

Standing in my back yard, at my home in Lynchburg, Va., are three 
specimens of Juniper virginica. In the gloaming, I used to take fre- 
quent strolls out in the yard to drink in the perfumes of the southern roses, 
inhale the pure air, and look and wonder at those glorious sun bursts and 
cloud effects such as you see only in the quiet valleys of ‘* Old Virginia,” 
with the blue rim of the Alleghanies as a background, and the magnifi- 
cent ‘‘Peaks of Otter,” the highest of Virginia mountains, rising up in 
quiet dignity in the distance, with the lazy tinkling of home-ward bound 
cow-bells and the ‘‘slowly winding herds over the lea.’ It is on such 
an evening that I most enjoy myself. To be away from the mad rush 
and clamor of the city, and to lose myself in pleasant thoughts and 
reveries and to commue with ‘‘ Nature in her visible forms” alone and 
undisturbed. It was at such times that I became familiar with the roost- 
ing places of Junco. In the dense foliage of z7g7nica they would settle 
themselves. Often I have watched them flying into the trees, exposing 
their white rectrices and dodging hither and thither among the dense 
foliage. There was a box elder tree standing in the yard and frequently 
numbers would settle into this and spend the night, but not so numer- 
ously as in the cedars, the /unifer virginica. This was Junco Avema- 


dis or perhaps some few were of the carolinensis sub-species. The 
season was late fall and the birds were there for the winter. They 
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would frequently fly out of the trees uttering their peculiar twittering 
note, which when once heard is well remembered. 

That has been my experience anyway. So it is an established fact 
that Junco roosts in the thick foliage of /aifer virginica, at least in 
Virginia. And how its western relatives spend their nights I regret 
exceedingly I can't /krox’ my search light of experience, having never 
lit the candle upon them or in their neighborhood. 

Jno. W. Dante, JR., Lvuchburg, Va. 


ANSERES WHICH VISIT THE OBERLIN WATER- 
WORKS RESERVOIR. 


Ever since the new reservoir, which contains about three acres of 
surface, has been finished, the writer has endeavored to keep a com- 
plete record of all ducks and geese which have ventured upon its waters. 
Reference has so often been made to this small sheet of water in previous 
numbers of the BULLETIN, that it may be well to call special attention 
to it now. The reader who is unfamiliar with the village of Oberlin will 
do well to examine the map of Oberlin opposite page 41 in BULLETIN 
No. 15. 29, near the lower left-hand corner of the map, indicates the 
position of the pumping station, but the spot intended to represent the 
reservoir is for the old reservoir. The new one lies south and west of 
the old one, occupying the bed of Plum Creek as represented on the 
map, the course of the creek having been thrown to the south. Im- 
mediately south and west of the new reservoir there is a small grove 
of large trees, bounded on the east by an osage orange hedge fence. The 
reservoir thus lies in a trough where the creek bed used to be, and can- 
not be seen from the higher land on each side. Allow me to say that the 
reservoir embankment is so high, and its bottom so built, that outside 
water cannot enter. 

Morgan street is well built up with dwelling houses, and a dwelling 
house at the end of Kinsman street overlooks the reservoir. The region 
west and south of the reservoir is not built up, thus affording a means of 
approach from these directions. However. the village boasts of so 
many and such large shade and ornamental trees that the buildings are 
well hidden from any direction. To an observer on the highest building 
there are scarcely more evidences of a village than the steeples towering 
above the mass of foliage. But to the keen eyed flyers, suspicious of 
every least indication of human activities, the village is an object td be 
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avoided if possible. It is interesting to notice that a large proportion of 
the birds which find their way to the reservoir follow the course of the 
creek down or come ocross the fields from the south. Flocks which have 
passed high above the buildings returning from the north, pass com- 
pletely over the reservoir, whirl about, circle a few times, approach the 
pond from the south-west, whirl around its margin once or twice, then 
plunge upon its surface with a great splatter and whistling of wings. 
Such species as come singly or in pairs or very small flocks usually steal 
in under cover of darkness, or fly low near the woods or hedge, attract- 
ing little attention. The passing of a train or the sudden appearance of 
a person above the embankment will usually startle the most courageous 
birds away. Many return almost at once and many remain even when 
the reservoir is nearly surrounded by people, provided no sudden dem- 
onstration is made, It often seems almost marvellous how reluctant the 
ducks are to leave this small sheet of water. Probably the reason may 
be found in the prohibition of shooting anywhere near the premises. It 
is certainly true that the numbers visiting the reservoir are constantly 
increasing. May this small place always be a secure haven of rest to 
the moving host. 

Below is a list of the species recorded to date with some remarks upon 
their occurrence. 

AMERICAN MERGANSER, J/er-ganser americanus.—Twice recorded. 
April, 1896, May 4, 1898. It is one of the most timid species, appearing 
in the early morning and departing at the first signs of activity on the 
street. 

MAaALLarD, Anas boschas.—March 26 and 28, 1898. <A female which 
remained all day. 

BaLp-paTe, Anas americana.—A female seen on the water in the 
spring of 1896. 

BLUE-WINGED TEAL, duas discors.—There were several seen April 
3, 1898. 

PintaiL, Pafila acu/a.—Visits the place every spring, but is very shy, 
leaving early in the morning. 

RED-HEAD, Aviva americana,—April, 1896, March 12, 1898. Another 
very shy bird. 

Canvas-Back, -lvthva vallisneria.— Recorded by Mr. L. M. Mc- 
Cormick for the old reservoir 

Scaup Duck, -Av/hva maritla nearctica.—March 24, 1898. 
One of the less timid ones ; permitting a near approach. 

Lesser Scaup Duck, Avthva affin’s.—One of the commonest and 


boldest of the visitors; seen every year. 
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RUFFLE-HEAD, Charitonelta albeola,—Frequently associated with the 
preceding, and even bolder. Usually, as the last, in mixed flocks, the 
females outnifmbering the males. 

Ruppy Duck, £résmatura rubitda.—November 13, 1897, April 23, 
1898. I found them much like the Grebes—diving when alarmed and 
loth to leave the water. 

BiueE Goose, Chen ceerulescens.—October 28th, 1896, two were cap- 
tured. They were not at all timid, and permitted a near approach. A very 
rare occurrence for so large a bird and so small a body of water. 

Canapva Goose, Aranta Canadensis.—Single individuals soar about 
the reservoir nearly every spring. But one was ever known to light. 

Thus 13 out of the 23 species which have been found in the county 
have visited this small and seemingly unfavorably situated body of 
water at one time or another. 

To this list should be added the other ‘‘Water Birds,” but they can 
perhaps better wait until another time. 

Lynps Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 


*“SOME REMARKS ON THE BIRDS OF CHESTER 


COUNTY, PENN.” * 


Following the publication of the paper of which the above is the title, 
I received several communications calling my attention to facts of which 
I had previously been ignorant. In order that noone may be misled 
through my misunderstanding of the true state of affairs, I make the fol- 
lowing statements: 

1st. The responsibility of so many of the remarkable statements in 
the ‘‘list” referred to, should not rest wholly on the shoulders of the os- 
tensible author, whose experience had been limited to two or three years 
of field work. 

2nd. Our local ornithologists seem very loth to adopt the records 
given by my correspondent for the reason that memory is a very unsafe 
thing to depend upon especially when one has collected in many parts of 
the country. It is said that it is no uncommon thing for some men who 
have collected in various places and whose intentions may be perfectly 
honest, to get certain experiences mixed up in their memory and state 
with great certainty that a kind was killed at sucha time and place, 
when the specimen they were thinking of was something quite different. 
Unfortunately my correspondent cannot refer to his cabinets of skins and 


*BULLETIN No. 12, Wilson Ornithological Chapter. 
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eggs with accompanying data, as his collection was sold while he was ab- 
sent on a collecting trip to the far South, and delivered to a person in the 
«west, by a friend, Mr. Zahn, now deceased. 
Frank L. Burns, Berwyn, Penn. 


GENERAL NOTES. 

CHIMNEY Swirts.—-The Swifts came back to this locality about the 
19th of April. They paired toward the middle of May, and two of 
them decided to use one of our chimneys for a home. The nest was 
begun on Sunday, May 29th, and was completed on the 3rd of June. 
The laying began on the next day, when the first egg was laid, and the 
birds seemed to lay every other day, as eggs were noted on the 6th, 8th 
and roth of June. They did not waste any time but began to incubate 
on the day after the last egg was laid—the 11th. Between the times of 
laying the third and fourth eggs the female stayed more on the nest, but 
hardly enough to be starting to incubate. The morning seemed to be the 
favorite time for laying, as all four of the eggs were laid sometime during 
the morning. After the four were laid I tried to take a picture of the 
nest and eggs, but did not get a very good one for some reason. When 
I would put the camera in, the bird would crouch lower on the nest, and 
when I would wave my hand, it would fly off the nest and cling to the 
wall during the taking of the picture. The nest was about eleven feet 
below the hole in the chimney through which I was forced to operate. 
Usually they build above the hole, nearer the top of the chimney. On 
the 28th of June two of the young Swifts appeared, and on the 29th two 
more. They grew fairly well until the 16th of July, when the dampness 
in the air must have caused a tragedy, for on looking into it at the usual 
time on the 17th, I found that it had dropped to the bottom of the 
chimney. I noticed that the old birds were down there fussing around, 
but could not see whether the young were alive ; but in a couple of days 
three of them appeared on the side of the chimney a foot or so above 
the bottom. The other must have been killed. These three stayed 
there for a couple of weeks when they began to slowly climb up the side 
of the chimney, reaching about the top of it on the 4th of August, and 
the next day took their first lesson in flying, or at least in the outside 
world, and surely it must have looked entrancing to them after the 


depths of the chimney. 


Sipney S. WiLson, Joseph, 


CHIMNEY SwiFT NESTING IN A Barn.—July 7, the boy where I was 
working in Albion, Dane Co., Wis., called my attention to the nest of a 
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Chimney Swift, Cheetura pelagica, placed about six feet below the 
roof, on boards of the side of the barn. The nest was made in the 
usual manner, and had at the time, four fresh eggs. 

I found one Golden-winged Warbler, //elminthophila chrvsoptera, 
among our visitors this spring. This felllow is so occasional in his visits 
to Wisconsin that it is a privilege to meet him. 

G. MertTON Burpick, .Vezw Auburn, Minn. 


Hoopep Warsc_eEr.—A hard and continuous down-pouring of rain had 
driven me homeward from a little collecting tour on the South Valley 
Hills, near mid-day of the 11th of May, 1898. Crossing a_ typical 
Pennsylvania ravine, with its small and clear stream at the bottom and 
steep hillsides covered by medium oak and chestnut with the usual laurel 
underbrush, I heard an unfamiliar voice in a spicewood thicket and ob- 
served a pair of birds feeding close to the ground. In the semi-gloom I 
fired twice before securing one of them. Tis was my first capture. The 
species probably formerly nested in our midst, and Dr. Warren is the 
authority for a breeding record in Chester county in recent years, al- 
though it is now regarded asa rare migrant in eastern Pennsylvania, 
while quite common in New Jersey. 

Upon dissection I thought I had secured a male minus the hood and 
with testes much swollen. I felt sorry I had prevented a possible breed- 
ing record. Since then I have become convinced that I had mistaken the 
supra-renla capsules which occur just where the testes are found in the 
male bird and that my specimen is really a female. Mr. William Pal- 
mer whose article in the .4¢& has proven beyond reasonabla doubt that 
the male attains its hood the first season, has written that my bird is 
doubtless a female in its second summer. 

Now all of this is common-place enough, but I wonder how many col- 
lectors have hoodless Hooded Warblers in their cabinets improperly 
sexed? Doubtless not a few, as Baird, Cones and others of our foremost 
authorities have made this mistake. 

Frank L. Burns, Bern, Penn. 


NortH GREENFIELD, Wis.—There seems to be an unusual scarcity of 
birds here, tho I have not been able to be out in the field much. The 
usual flocks of Nighthawks and Whippoorwills went thru in August. 
Bluebirds seem to be common. A few Bob-whites are reported now. 
There is a close season for a few years, and sportsmen have been 
‘‘ planting’ them in this vicinity and out thru the state. They were 
practically extinct here a few years ago. 

REUBEN M. StroNnG, North Greenfield, Il 7s. 
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1898 ELECTIONS. 


As no nominations have been made for the offices of the Wilson Chap- 
ter for the ensuing year, I see no other course than to announe that the 
present officers will remain in their respective positions awaiting the 
further pleasure of the Chapter. 

The Butvetins of the Chapter are read and praised by many of the 
most prominent naturalists of the country; but to continue their publica- 
tion another year is a burden which ought not to fall so largely on the 
shoulders of Mr. Jones as it hasin the past. With a fair increase in 
membership and a more general contribution of notes it will be possible 
to keep up the BuLLetins. If the members of the Chapter wish to see 
a good work go on, the time is ripe for an expression to that effect. The 
chairmen of committees have informed me at various times that their 
work moves slowly through the lack of support in the way of notes and 
data. The committee work certainly offers excellent opportunities for 
original investigation by men who have a more or less limited amount of 
time for field work. Observations, though they may be few, if they have 
value find opportunity in the committee reports for publication and co- 
ordination. An aggregation of reports of various members such as the 
Sparrow and Crow Reports has permanent value, whereas the individual 
reports in most cases, if published alone in the regular journals, would 
have soon passed out of sight. 

I should like to add another committee to the Chapter's sections to 
take up the study of variations of species as shown by skins and ¢ggs 
with the use of curve criteria. My plan is to select some group like the 
Ground Sparrows or the Horned Larks. I shall be glad to hear from 
members who may be interested in this subject. 

R. M. SrronG, President Wilson Chapler. 
Mellen St., Cambridge, Mass. 


EDITORIAL. 

The delay of an entire month in the appearance of this number of the 
BULLETIN has been unavoidable, but it will not occur again. It should 
be needless to remind the reader that the prompt appearance of copy 
upon the editor's table will always ensure the prompt appearance of the 
BuLLetin. To ensure the prompt appearance of the November number 
contributions are solicited now. Please give this matter your immediate 


attention. 
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It is likely that Bluebird, Robin and Meadowlark will have seriously 
begun the southern movement before this copy is mailed. May we not 
have reports from every member and every reader concerning these 
movements for publication in the next number? Won't you send your 
notes to the editor at once ? 


We greatly regret that Mr. Walter A. Johnson is no longer able to 
attend to the editorial duties of the well known Osfvey, on account of 
ill health. It is to be hoped that the valuable publication will be con- 
tinued with as able management. ; 


It gives us pleasure to announce that our President, Reuben M. Strong, 
is engaged in graduate study in Harvard University this year, and that a 
part of his work is to be in Ornithology. There is certainly no depart- 
ment of science which is more worthy of study than our chosen one, 
and it is gratifying to know that this fact is now recognized by our best 


educators. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 


G. M. Burdick, to New Auburn, Minn. 
Walton I. Mitchell, to Albuqurque, N. Mex. 
R. M. Strong, to 11 Mellen St., Cambridge, Mass. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


American Archeologist, Vol. 11, No. 9, September, 1898. 

Birds and all Nature, Vol. 1V, Nos. 2 and 3, August and Septem- 
ber, 1898. 

Book Reviews, Vol. V1, No. 3, September, 1898. 

Bulletin No. 9, Oberlin College, June 15th, 1898. 

Bulletins Nos. 9, 10, 11, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Division 
of Biological Survey. 

fowa Ornithologist, Vol. IV, No. 3, July, 1898. 

Journal of Applied Microscopy, Vol. 1, Nos. 7 and 8, July and 
August, 1898. 

Museum, Vol. IV, Nos. 10 and 11, August and September, 1898. 

Osprey, Vol. III, No. 1, September, 1898. 

Sportman’s Magazine, Vol. Ul, No. 8, August, 1898. 
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